
OWL FARM STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE  

SETTING UP THE EFFLUENT SYSTEM 
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Objectives/purpose 
To ensure that: 

• effluent is applied appropriately, 
• there is a positive environmental outcome, 
• staff health and safety is maintained, and 
• staff use their time efficiently and effectively. 

Person in charge 
If you have any queries about this standard operating procedure (SOP) consult with the Farm Manager. 

Steps 

1. Check all the hydrants are secure and ready on the way to where you are setting up.  

 

Hydrants are shown in blue, effluent lines in red. 
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2. Go to the hydrant closest to irrigator and attach the connection hose to the drag hose. 

  

3. Connect up the drag hoses. Use ‘lay flat’ hose to cross races. 

 

  

4. Make sure the cam lock connection is correctly fastened and not leaking. 
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5. Lay out the hose and make sure there is a 3 metre wide loop so the irrigator can run easily without too 
much drag on it. 

6. Connect the Halo battery. 

 

 

7. Attach cable around a post. 

8. Move the lever so it is in gear. 
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9. Make sure the sprinkler head is clean of hair and dirt and the aperture is clear of obstructions.  

 

 

10. Make sure the wire is fed through the two guides. 

 

 

 

  

Dirty: clean out dirt and hair 
Clean 
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11. Cover troughs if effluent is likely to get in them. Use a stand under the trough cover so that effluent runs 
off the cover. 

  

12. Check the effluent applicator is applying effluent correctly. It should be moving forward with the boom 
spinning and no puddles forming. 
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Tidying up after applying effluent 
1. Disconnect the Halo battery and put it on the charger so it is ready for next time. 
2. Gather the hoses up and lay them tidily against a fenceline. 

   

Notes 
• Use a ‘lay flat’ hose (red or blue) if it is going to lie across a race. 
• Always leave pipes up against fencelines when not in use.  

 

Take immediate action if you see signs of incorrect application  
If you see any of the following signs you will need to fix the problem or inform the Farm Manager: 

• Puddling/ponding 
• Leaks or splits in the spray line 
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